
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Fighting in Al Jawf has 

displaced about 8,000 

people (1,141 households). 

 The majority of people 

displaced by recent conflict 

in Amran have returned 

home as conflict subsided. 

 About 300,000 people 

remain long-term displaced 

in Hajjah, Amran and Sa’ada. 

 Yemen mine action 

programme has suspended 

30 per cent of all activities 

due to lack of funding. 

 A national polio immunization 

campaign in August reached 

96 per cent of 4.9 million 

targeted children under 5 

years of age. 

 

FIGURES 

People in need 
of humanitarian 
aid 

14.7 m 

Food insecure 
people 

10.6 m 

People without 
access to safe 
water and 
sanitation 

13.1 m 

People without 
access to 
adequate health 
care 

8.6 m 

Acutely 
malnourished 
children 

1 m 

Sources: UNHCR, WFP, OCHA, 
WHO, UNICEF 

FUNDING 

596 million  
requested (US$) 

 

42% funded 
 

Fighting continues in Al Jawf as calm returns to 
Amran and IDPs return home 
Humanitarian partners concerned about spread of violence in north  

Clashes between tribal groups in Al Jawf Governorate, northern Yemen, have displaced 
about 8,000 people (1,141 households), mainly women and children. Partners say most 
displaced people are from Al Ghayl District. Information on the humanitarian impact is 
limited. The majority of those displaced are reportedly residing with relatives in nearby 
districts or in public buildings. The displaced need shelter, non-food items, food, clothes 
and health services. Initial emergency response has been funded by the Emergency 
Response Fund (ERF) to 
provide food and non-
food items through the 
international NGO ADRA. 
The ERF will fund another 
project to provide health 
assistance in six districts. 
Analysts see the clashes 
as a continuation of the 
conflict in Amran between 
Al Houthis, the Islah 
movement, affiliated tribal 
groups and government 
forces 

Assessments planned 

OCHA is coordinating 
assessments to gauge 
humanitarian needs in Al 
Jawf. Access is, however, 
difficult even for national 
NGOs on the ground. 
Partners fear that if 
fighting spreads to nearby 
Marib Governorate, it will 
be even more difficult to 
reach people affected by 
the conflict. Few 
humanitarian 
organizations operate 
there and there are 
serious concerns over the 
security of aid agencies. 

Map of Yemen showing Al Jawf and nearby governorates 

 

Source : UNOCHA 
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Humanitarian response scaled up in Amran Governorate 

Since the end of conflict in Amran in July, the security situation has remained calm, 
enabling an estimated 95 per cent of IDPs to return home. Humanitarian partners scaled 
up assistance after the cessation of fighting, but significant needs remain. Most returnees 
are reportedly facing severe challenges reviving their livelihoods. Humanitarian agencies 
have concluded assessments to ascertain needs. These will be shared shortly.  

The conflict in Amran has seriously affected basic services. Only 37 per cent of the 
population has access to safe drinking water, mainly as a result of damage to water 
infrastructure. Health facilities in Amran urgently need rehabilitation and equipment, 
provision of basic primary health care and training of health workers. During the conflict, 
critical medical equipment – including 14 oxygen cylinders and an ambulance stocked 
with medical supplies and equipment – were looted from Amran City hospital. On 12 
August, partners launched three mobile health clinics for the conflict-affected districts of 
Amran, Raydah, Iyal Surayh and Jabal Iyal Yazid in Amran Governorate. For six days, 
the clinics provided medicine, nutritional supplements, and health referrals for hospitals in 
the capital, Sana’a. Each clinic included a physician, midwife and nurse.  

Child protection concerns high in Amran 

Recent assessments found that eight per cent of households had married off a child to 
cover family costs. Further information is needed to ascertain whether this is related to 
the conflict or to poverty. Partners, however, report that the conflict, displacement and the 
current economic difficulties have 
had strong psychological 
repercussions on the general 
population. This has a direct 
impact on the ability of parents to 
take care of their children. 

On 16 August, unexploded 
ordnance reportedly detonated 
injuring a woman and three 
children in Al Hajz village near 
Amran City. There are also 
protection concerns with 13 
incidents of child rights violations 
reported in July. A rapid assessment found that at least 30 per cent of respondents 
mentioned witnessing children from the community being recruited and used by armed 
forces and armed groups. During the recent conflict, 12 boys were killed and 34 children 
injured (including four girls).  

Durable solutions pursued for long-term 
displaced in the north  
Humanitarian partners plan to end protracted displacement  

About 300,000 people remain displaced 
in the three northern governorates of 
Sa'ada, Hajjah and Amran and are in 
need of support to find durable solutions 
addressing their displacement. This 
includes 12,000 people in Al Mazraq 
camps, predominantly the Muhamshin, a 
marginalized group that is particularly 
vulnerable.  

As part of the durable solutions strategy, 
the Humanitarian Country Team in 
Yemen is focusing on solutions for IDPs 
in Al Mazraq I and III camps including 

Children killed and injured in recent conflict in Amran 

 

Source: UNOCHA 

 

Map of northern Yemen showing locations of old IDP caseloads 
and possible areas of return. Source: UNOCHA 

Baseline 
 

Population 
(Yemen CSO year 
book, 2011) 

 

25.2 m 
 

GDP per capita  
(World Bank, 2010 
est.) 

$1,209 

% population living 
under poverty line 
(World Bank, 2010) 

54.4% 

Life expectancy 
(2010 est.) 
(SOWC2012) 

64 
years 

Under-5 mortality 
(2010 est.) 
(SOWC2012) 

77/1000 

Under-5 Global 
Acute Malnutrition 
rate (2010 est.) 
(SOWC2012) 

15% 

Number of children 
under 18 
(UNDP,2010) 

12.4 m 

Child labour  
(5 – 17) years 
(ILO, 2013) 
 

17% 

 

Humanitarian partners 

and de facto authorities 

in Sa'ada agree on the 

importance of durable 

solutions for long-term 

displacement 
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return back to Sa’ada. Priority interventions will target people in Al Mazraq wishing to 
return to Haydan and Al Dhaher Districts in western Sa'ada. The two districts are among 
the most affected by previous conflicts in Sa’ada. The strategy requires stakeholders to 
agree on beneficiaries, priority return areas, modalities of return and the involvement of 
development actors in long-term support to for sustainability. Various issues need to be 
addressed such as mine awareness and de-mining, land tenure, rehabilitation of basic 
services and livelihood projects for returnees. Cross-cutting issues include gender 
equality/balance, human rights and protection monitoring, as well as capacity-building of 
community organizations, NGOs and local governance structures. 

Significant needs identified in areas of possible return 

More than 16,500 IDPs have reportedly returned to their villages in Haydan since 2009, 
but at least 11,500 people remain displaced. In Al Dhaher, more than 16,000 have 
returned but another 39,900 people remain displaced within Hajjah and Amran 
Governorates, according to the Government. 

A recent needs assessment in the two districts found that over the last six months, 50 
incidents resulting in nine deaths and 11 injuries were linked to landmines and explosive 
remnants of war. Local authorities in Haydan estimate that 30 per cent of houses were 
either damaged or destroyed. In Al Dhaher, 45 per cent of houses were either damaged 
destroyed.  

Out of 10 public water wells and about 100 private ones in Haydan, 15 (five public and 10 
private) are non-functional. Sanitation and drainage is poor. In Al Dhaher, shallow wells 
and water from the valley are the main source of water. Only 20 per cent of the population 
has access to clean portable water, while 80 per cent use water from the valley. In 
Haydan, four health facilities are not functioning due to lack of medical staff, equipment 
and essential 
drugs. There is no 
private health 
clinic in the district. 
In Al Dhaher, the 
health unit in Al 
Minzala was 
destroyed while 
the other two in 
East Gafera and 
Bani Sa’ad are 
functioning but 
with limited 
personnel, and 
lack of medical 
equipment and 
drugs. Al Dhaher 
has 17 operational 
schools, excluding three that were severely damaged during the war. Ten schools are 
partially damaged with students studying in temporary classrooms. 

Many returnees unable to go home because land is contaminated with 
mines and ERWs 

The Yemeni Mine Action Centre (YEMAC) has suspended 30 per cent of high-priority 
survey and mine clearance activities due to lack of funds. Since July, two out of seven 
companies contracted to survey and clear mines, have stopped activities. 

In a country where a large number of people are still displaced and unable to return to 
their areas of origin because of mines and unexploded ordnance, the interruption of mine 
action activities is a serious concern.  

New survey expected to update numbers of mine victims 
As of October 2013, there were 3,539 survivors of explosive remnants of war in Yemen. 
There are 700 amputees on a waiting list for prosthetics limbs, according to YEMAC. A 

Non-functioning wells in Haydah and lack of safe water in Al Dhaher District 

Haydan District 

 
 

Al Dhaher District 

 

Source: UNOCHA 
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Two out of seven 

companies contracted to 

survey and clear 

landmines have stopped 

work because there is no   

funding 
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new survey has been launched in the 
north with funding from the Emergency 
Response Fund.  

Mine action is the starting point for 
durable solutions for IDPs and 
resumption of normal life in all post 
conflict areas. Delays in implementation 
of return will inevitably prolong the 
suffering of those living in or who are 
prevented from returning to 
contaminated areas. In Yemen, 
landmines and ERWs are a legacy of 
conflicts since the 1960s between the 
government and militants, and between 
tribal groups.  

70 per cent increase in inflows of migrants and 
refugees in July compared to last year 
Most migrants driven by economic hardships in areas of origin 

There was a small increase in the inflow of migrants and refugees from the Horn of Africa 
in July compared to June, but the numbers are significantly higher compared to last year, 
according to the latest Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat (RMMS) summary report.  

In July, 6,536 migrants/refugees crossed into Yemen via Djibouti and 
Somaliland/Puntland, a five per cent increase from June. This number, however, 
represents a 70 per cent increase compared to July 2013. Two thirds of the new arrivals 
were Ethiopians and the remainder Somalis. Most migrants are driven by economic 
hardship in their areas of origin. According to the RMMS, there has been a downward 
trend in the number of arrivals in Yemen to an estimated 65,319 people in 2013, 
compared to 107,532 in 2012 and 103,154 in 2011. From January to July this year, 
37,971 arrivals were recorded. 

Most Ethiopians aim to 
reach Saudi Arabia as their 
final destination for job 
opportunities while more 
Somalis are in search of 
protection, improved 
livelihood opportunities and 
better living conditions in 
either Yemen or Saudi 
Arabia.  

Anecdotal evidence 
suggests that many Somalis 
and Ethiopians who were 
recently deported from Saudi Arabia are re-attempting the journey back  

New arrivals exposed to significant protection risks 

The new arrivals continue to face serious protection risk, especially kidnapping for 
ransom, trafficking and detention by human traffickers. Ethiopians, according to the 
report, are more vulnerable to kidnapping for ransom than their Somali counterparts partly 
because of a perception that they are more likely to pay ransoms.  

The migrants are highly vulnerable and often lack access to shelter, water and food. 
Those travelling from Djibouti reported an increase in smuggling fees of about US$150-
$200 to $300 to travel from Obock to Yemen in July. The increase is attributed to tighter 
controls along the Ethiopian and Somali border, and also the recent fuel crisis in Yemen. 

 

Many Yemeni children have been injured by landmines. 
Photo: UNDP 

Refugees and new arrivals from the Horn of Africa in Yemen  

(2013 and 2014) 

 
Source: RMMS 

More needs to be done 

to protect migrants from 

traffickers who extort 

money from their 

families 

New Materials on Relief Web/ 

OCHA Yemen website: 

How Humanitarian Aid is making a 
Difference [EN/AR] 
 
Yemen: Humanitarian Dashboard 
(as of July 2014) 

 
OCHA Yemen Flash Update: 
Clashes in Al Jawf Governorate 
(14 Aug 2014) 

 
Yemen: Emergency Response 
Fund - July 2014 

 
Emergency Response Fund - 
Quarterly Update: April to June 
2014  
 
ERF 2013 Annual Report 

 
Gender mainstreaming in the 
Humanitarian Response 

 
GBV Prevention & Response in 
southern Governorates 
 
Yemen fuel subsidy cuts hit poor 
hardest (SOURCE: IRIN) 
 
Yemen Remote Monitoring Update 
August 2014 (SOURCE: FewsNet) 
 
ECHO Factsheet Yemen (August 
2014) (SOURCE: ECHO) 
 
Yemen Price Bulletin August 2014 
(SOURCE: FewsNet) 
 
Yemen Situation Report 01-15 
August 2014 (SOURCE: WFP) 
 
Humanitarians at risk: interview 
with the head of ECHO Yemen 
office (SOURCE: ECHO) 
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For further information, please contact:  
Trond Jensen, Head of Office, OCHA Yemen, jensen8@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 207 
Erich Ogoso, Public Information and Advocacy Officer, OCHA Yemen, ogoso@un.org, Tel. (+967) 712 222 831  
Signe Jepsen, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA New York, jepsen@un.org, Tel. +1 (917) 367 2334  
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at yemen.humanitarianresponse.info | www.reliefweb.int 

 

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has welcomed recent efforts by the 
Yemeni Government to crack down on human traffickers, but warned that more support is 
needed to protect irregular migrants. These are often at the mercy of ruthless smugglers 
who torture and rape them to extort money from migrants and their families in their 
countries of origin. The organization helps rescued migrants and facilitates their voluntary 
return back home. 

In Brief 
4.9 million children targeted in polio immunization 

Partners launched a national polio 
immunization campaign on 11 August, 
targeting 4.9 million children under 5 years 
of age. The four-day campaign was 
supported by UNICEF and WHO, among 
others. Yemen is vulnerable to polio 
outbreaks from the Horn of Africa. The 
campaign aims to keep Yemen polio-free. 
Nationally, 96 per cent of the targeted 
children were reached. 

Water and sanitation improvements 
for 96 villages in Al Mahwit  

A one-year project implemented by a local 
partner, Alkhair Association, will rehabilitate 58 water sources, conduct water and 
sanitation awareness and guide people how to construct latrines in 96 villages of Bani 
Sa’ad District in Al Mahwit Governorate. The programme is supported by UNICEF. The 
organization also supports 19 schools in three districts (Al Mahwit, Bani Sa'ad and 
Milhan) and has established child protection networks in the four districts.  

20,000 households getting food aid in Hajjah and Sa’ada 

Food distribution targeting 20,000 households in Hajjah and Sa’ada Governorates has 
been concluded. The organization also supports 95 health facilities with nutrition food 
items for malnourished children and mothers in 15 districts in the two governorates. 
Vision Hope International, WFP’s partner in Hajjah, will expand their nutrition activities to 
four more districts targeting another 25 health facilities. Meanwhile, 3,875 people have 
benefitted from cash-for-work projects implemented by CARE in Khayran, Aslam and 
Bani Qais Districts in Hajjah. 

 
The polio immunization campaign reached most targeted 
children. Photo: Save the children 

Yemen has been polio-
free since 2006 but 
continues to face the risk 
of spread from the Horn 
of Africa 
 

Rehabilitating wells in Al 
Mahwit will reduce the 
burden of finding clean 
water for a significant 
number of people 
 


